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About us 
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Cultural Keys, a registered company in Hong Kong, Beijing and the UK, was founded 
in 2013 by three expats who were inspired to action by the difficulty of accessing 
authentic traditional culture in Beijing.

Over the years, we have developed a simple objective – making the beauty, wisdom 
and philosophy of traditional Chinese culture available to everyone. Today, through a 
variety of content, events and services presented by both local and native 
English-speaking experts, we believe we are able to offer authentic, accessible, unique 
and enjoyable experiences and services unlike anyone else in China.

Cultural Keys Chinese Culture Company

Unique Features of 
our Products 

- Culturally rich

- Interactive & engaging

- Highly accessible

- Fun and memorable!

Our Mission Statement 

Cultural Keys builds bridges, 
creates dialogue and encourages 

understanding of China by 
promoting the value of traditional 

Chinese culture to the world.



Importance of cultural education
in the classroom
As is clear to all educators, especially those living and working in an international environment, we all live in more 
than one community, be it our school, clubs we belong to, or the city we live in. The world is also our community. 

To help find our place within those communities, whether we are looking at bridging gaps in social awareness 
and understanding, or working to orientate ourselves and our students towards their futures as Global Citizens, 
the importance of cultural education, both for students and teachers, cannot be overstated. With that in mind, 
Cultural Keys works to ensure all our programs are designed to benefit everyone involved.

For Schools
No matter your curriculum, providing students with opportunities to develop intercultural competency, through 
curricular or extracurricular programs, can demonstrate your school's commitment to helping students become 
the next generation of Global Citizens: curious, adaptable, knowledgeable problem-solvers with respect for all 
communities and their cultures.

For Students
With increasing globalisation, our responsibility as educators to provide access to cultural experiences and 
knowledge increases in order to help students understand, respect and connect with the broad range of people 
and cultures they are increasingly likely to meet throughout their lives. Since students are currently in China, 
understanding its diverse cultures and their history is especially useful.

For China
China’s rise has brought greater interest in working with Chinese people and organisations, but many 
misunderstandings and misconceptions about China remain. Equipping the next generation of leaders, 
consumers, influencers and decision-makers with a better understanding of China, its people, its culture and its 
history, is essential for building bridges, dispelling misunderstandings and working to make our world a diverse 
yet mutually supportive and respectful community. 
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Intercultural Understanding as part of 
a Global Citizen Education
“Intercultural Understanding is a critical component of global citizenship that CIS chooses to emphasise because diverse cultures are mixing and interacting 
all the time—not least in international education.

A simplified metaphor might be that global citizenship is all Trivial Pursuit™ cheeses (aka pies/pizzas), and intercultural understanding is two of the six cheeses and 
has a very special set of desired competencies (a complex blend of skills, knowledge, values and attributes). Without those two cheeses we can never truly be 
empowered and responsible global citizens!”

Leo Thompson, School Support and Evaluation Officer, 
Council of International Schools

(click here to see the full article)

A Global Citizen has been defined as “someone who understands that they are a part of a broader world-wide community, and who feels that they have a positive 
contribution to make to that community.” In preparing students for their future as members of a global community, Global Citizenship education both in and out of 
the classroom is important. As Chris Green, School Support & Evaluation Officer for CIS has stated, a core component of Global Citizenship training (or perhaps even 
the glue that holds it together) is intercultural understanding. 

Through the various products we offer, Cultural Keys hopes to inspire everyone to take a greater interest in, and develop a deeper understanding of and respect for 
traditional Chinese culture and through that process, learn how to make deeper connections with both China and other communities and cultures globally. 
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OUR VALUES
We strive to ensure all our products are…

Accessible

Everything we offer can be tailored to your requirements. All 
products are presented in English and can be adapted to 
non-native speakers.

Specifically, our services are aimed at: 

1) Expat individuals, groups and organizations 
2) Corporations employing foreign staff 
3) Chinese companies welcoming foreign visitors 
4) International schools 
5) Embassies 
6) Tourists and business travellers 
7) Chinese speakers seeking to improve their ‘cultural 
English’

Insightful

We don't just give you a class, but introduce the deeper 
history and culture behind the subject, to give a real sense 
of personal meaning and value to everything we do.

Fun!

All our activities are designed so that everyone taking part, 
no matter their level of experience or reason for joining us, 
has fun - leading to greater appreciation of the subject and 
Chinese culture as a whole.

Introduction to our products
Cultural Keys currently offers four different product ranges that are suitable for both children and 
adults, either together (as part of family day activities for example) or individually (such as staff 
events or student activities):

Culture Workshops: experience traditional Chinese arts and crafts hands-on in small groups

Folk Story Workshops: learn traditional Chinese folk stories, the culture and history behind them, 
and then perform them

Culture Presentations: listen to an informative talk about an aspect of traditional Chinese culture

Festival Celebrations: celebrate traditional Chinese festivals with food and fun activities

Our activities offer participants a way to engage with and learn more about Chinese culture by 
offering them the opportunity to take part in inclusive discussions, knowledge exchange and 
hands-on experiences all related to traditional Chinese culture. Most can be tailored to the age of the 
participants (though some are more suited towards certain age groups than others; see the next 
page).

Whether you are looking for something to complement your class curriculum, provide an insightful 
and interesting extracurricular activity, or want to offer a fun activity to your staff, Cultural Keys will 
have something to match your requirements!

Accessible Insightful

Fun
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Which age range are our 
products suitable for?
Our products are most suitable for children aged 8 and over. However, where the 
experience is more important than the result, younger children are encouraged to try some 
of our workshops. 

Due to the amount of information given, we suggest that children no younger than 12 
would be interested in our presentations.

Due to size requirements for the lion dancing costumes this activity is only suitable for 
children aged 15 and over.

We recognise that all children are different, so if you feel that children of a different age 
would enjoy a particular activity we will do our best to accommodate them!
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Products
Recommended Age 

Range

Our top 3 
products

Rabbit Lord Painting 6+

　 Dough Figurine Workshop 6+

　 Dragon Dancing 6+

Also popular Kite Workshop 8+

　 Knotting Workshop　 8+

　 Lion Dancing 15+

　 Opera Face Painting 8+

　

　

Presentations (all) 12+

Festival Celebrations (all) 6+

Hidden 
gems!
　

Dragon & Phoenix Painting 6+

Fan Workshop 8+

　 Gourd Painting 6+

Calligraphy 10+

　 Paper Cutting 6+

　 Pinwheel Workshop 8+

　 Ink Painting 10+

　

　
Weaving 8+

Folk Story Workshop 6+



Dragon Dancing 
& Lion Dancing
Kids will love these 
exciting and 
challenging 
traditional 
performance arts!

Rabbit Lord 
Painting
Kids learn about and 
paint a ceramic 
Rabbit Lord figurine, a 
beloved character in 
Beijing folklore.

Sample Itinerary: 1.5 hour 
Calligraphy Workshop

0.00-0.30 Introductory presentation
0.30-0.50 Practice writing general 
characters
0.50-1.00 Introduction to today’s phrase
1.00-1.20 Learn how to write today’s phrase 
and practice
1.20-1.30 Write the final version of the 
phrase to take home

Our Chinese culture workshops allow children to learn the culture and history 
behind a wide range of subjects, whilst also having the opportunity to try them 
out for themselves, guided by experts. All of our workshops are for beginners by 
default, but can be tailored to meet your requirements. The ages shown in the 
table here are suggestions only. 

Workshops can be held at the CK Culture Centre in Beijing’s Tongzhou District or 
our teachers can also come to your school. Please note that for events held at our 
culture centre, the maximum number of participants is ten. Dragon and lion 
dancing workshops must be held at an external venue.

Our teachers are also available to attend events as vendors or to demonstrate 
their crafts. Please contact us for more details.

Note: Event length depends on the age of the participants.

Arts and crafts workshops

Dough Figurine 
Workshop
Make a traditional toy 
figurine on a stick, 
such as the Monkey 
King, from glutinous 
rice dough.

Workshop
Suitable 

For
Max. People 

Rabbit Lord Painting 6+ 20
Dough Figurine Workshop 6+ 10

Dragon Dancing 6+ 9
Kite Workshop 8+ 20

Knotting 8+ 6
Lion Dancing 15+ 26

Dragon & Phoenix Painting 6+ 20
Fan Workshop 8+ 20
Gourd Painting 6+ 20
Paper Cutting 6+ 20

Pinwheel Workshop 8+ 20
Calligraphy 10+ 20

Weaving 8+ 8
Ink Painting 10+ 20
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Arts and crafts workshops

Fan Workshop
Paint an elegant 
design on a folding 
paper fan guided by 
an expert painter, 
then assemble it. 

Gourd Painting
Learn about why 
gourds are one of the 
most auspicious 
symbols in China and 
paint one under the 
guidance of a expert.

Dragon and 
Phoenix Painting
Create a design in this 
special art style that 
uses only paint and 
tiny sponges as its 
tools!

Pinwheel 
Workshop
Kids assemble this fun 
toy, traditionally made 
from paper and 
bamboo and sold at 
fairs.

Knotting
Use red cord to make 
a decorative infinity 
knot - a famous lucky 
symbol in Chinese 
culture!

Weaving
Kids make a 
traditional toy 
grasshopper by 
weaving it from palm 
fronds.

Paper Cutting
Kids learn about 
paper cutting and cut 
simple designs from 
paper to mount on 
card to display!
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Calligraphy
Learn the history of 
calligraphy, then write 
an auspicious phrase 
using traditional tools 
guided by an expert 
calligrapher.

Ink Painting
Paint a traditional 
subject such as birds or 
flowers using the 
ink-wash technique 
(using only black ink 
and water).

Kite Workshop
Kids assemble and 
paint lucky designs 
onto kites, which have 
been flown in China 
for over 1,500 years.



The Monkey King 
Workshop
A classic tale from 
Chinese folklore with 
multiple characters 
and scenarios suitable 
for any age group.

Chang’E 
Workshop
Learn about the 
journey of Chang’E to 
the moon and its 
connection to the 
Mid-Autumn Festival.

Sample Itinerary: 3 hour Folk Story 
Workshop (with script provided)

0.00-0.15 Introductory presentation
0.15-0.45 Questions and discussion about the story 
and its meaning
0.45-1.15 Discussion about the characters and their 
roles
1.15-1.30 Discussion/instructions about how to 
perform the story
1.30-2.30 Students work together to rehearse
2.30-3.00 Performances

Drama is a vital part of any curriculum. Group performance classes help develop 
essential cooperative skills and confidence, especially in more introverted pupils.

Our folk story workshops are a perfect way to introduce various aspects of Chinese 
culture and history to students and can be tailored to students 6 years and older. They 
feature various components to ensure that all students are able to benefit from 
participation. Components include:

● An overall introduction to the story
● Important cultural or historical points in each story and comparisons to 

other cultures
● Questions/discussion points about each story
● Scripts for each story or help with writing new scripts for older students

Note: We are currently only able to offer one folk story workshop in a single 
concurrent session.

Folk story workshops

Yugong Yishan 
Workshop
Learn about Yugong’s 
efforts to move a 
mountain and the 
importance of 
determination in life.

Folk Stories
Suitable 

For
Max. People 

Chang’E 6+ 20
Yugong Moves a Mountain 6+ 20

The Monkey King 6+ 20
The Story of Nian 6+ 20

The Thief and the Bell 6+ 20
The Rabbit Lord 6+ 20

The Dragon Boat Festival 10+ 20
The Man Who Lost His Horse 6+ 20

Mulan 6+ 20
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Looking for a way to help your older students or staff learn more more about a subject related 
to Chinese culture, but without the hands-on experience? Our presentations are for you! 

Our presentations are designed as beginner introductions, making them suitable for people 
with no previous knowledge of Chinese culture or history. They feature discussion points to help 
engage participants in a interesting and meaningful way. Ranging from broad subjects such as 
Chinese painting to more niche topics such as Chinese ghosts and monsters, Cultural Keys is 
likely to have a presentation that will appeal to your group. 

Presentations can be either in-person or online events and are given by native English speakers. 

A standard presentation is 1 hour but can be tailored to your requirements. After the event, we 
will supply you with the presentation we gave, together with an audio copy of the presentation 
when given online. 

Presentations
Presentation subjects include…

Beijing Culture

Chinese Folk Arts and Crafts

Chinese Zodiac

Calligraphy

Chinese Festivals

Chinese Gardens

Chinese Myths and Monsters

Chinese Tea

Clothing of the Ming and Qing

Dragon and Lion Dancing

History of the Shaolin Temple

Masters of the Ming Dynasty

Painting

Spring Festival
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Special occasions call for special celebrations!

The Chinese calendar is full of festivals and opportunities for themed events and 
Cultural Keys has itineraries for all major occasions. Each themed event has its 
own itinerary and all can be tailored to meet your specific needs. A typical event 
includes a presentation introducing the history behind the festival, a related 
activity, and traditional foods if applicable. 

If you are looking for larger, whole-school events, Cultural Keys is happy to put 
together a custom program. For example, a Spring Festival ‘Temple Fair’, where 
Cultural Keys can organise a full day of vendors, performances, food and activities.

Alternatively, if you are looking to hold your own festival celebration, such as a 
party, talk to us about hiring a folk artist!

Please contact us to request our Festivals Brochure or with any questions about 
these programs.

Festival Celebrations

Our festival celebrations are:
 

- Immersive
- Interactive 
- Culturally rich
- Engaging
- Fun
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Festival Celebrations

Spring Festival

Lantern Festival

Mid-Autumn Festival

Chinese Valentine’s Day

Dragon Boat Festival

Halloween / Ghost Month



Product recommendations 

1. For Students

Whether during class time or as an 
external event, offer your students the 
opportunity to learn about Chinese 
culture through insightful talks and 
engaging hands on activities!  

Our specific product suggestions 
include:

Attracting and retaining staff, as well as 
ensuring their physical, mental and 
emotional wellbeing can be hard for 
companies in China at the moment.

With those challenges in mind, our 
specific product suggestions include:

3. For Families

Family and community is at the centre of 
any school environment. Providing cultural 
activities, not just for students but also 
their families, develops that community 
and helps the whole family to feel part of 
the education process. 

To help achieve that, our specific product 
suggestions include:● Team building quiz night*

● Beginners Chinese calligraphy 
workshops

● ‘Beijing Newcomers' Orientation 
presentation*

● Long-term wellness programs, 
including presentations, talks 
and workshops*
*Please contact us for more information 
about these products

2. For Staff

● ‘Chinese Folk Arts and 
Crafts’ presentation

● Traditional Dragon 
Dancing workshop

● Chinese folk tale 
performance workshop

● Ink painting workshop

● Temple Fair style cultural 
activity day for Spring Festival

● Culture Workshop Round 
Robin event

● Parent-child dough figurine 
workshop
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All of Cultural Keys’ products can be fully tailored to meet the requirements of your event.  
But even if you aren’t planning your own event in the near future, there are several ways 
you can work with us to benefit your school or wider community and help them better 
access Chinese culture news and events. If you’re interested in the ideas below, or you 
have other ideas about how we might benefit your community, please contact us for 
more information.

Other ways CK can work with you
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Invite your community to join our WeChat Chinese culture 
news, information and events group

Get discounts for your community on our scheduled events 
and activities 

Share details of our upcoming cultural event details via your 
website, newsletter etc.

Share our cultural content articles with your community
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Overview of our products
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Workshops Presentations Team Building
Festival

Celebrations
Content Creation

Our top 3 
products

Calligraphy Beijing Culture Chinese Opera Face Painting Lantern Festival English-language culture 
and tourism articles

　 Dough Figurine Workshop Chinese Folk Arts and Crafts Lion Dancing Mid-Autumn Festival Culture and Tourism 
Video Creation

　 Ink Painting Chinese Zodiac Traditional Folk Story Workshop Spring Festival Culture and Tourism 
Photography

Also popular Dragon Dancing Beijing Newcomers' 
Orientation Culture Round Robin Chinese Valentines Attending Culture and 

Tourism events

　 Kite Workshop Calligraphy Dragon Dancing Dragon Boat Festival
Joining podcasts, 

interviews and other 
media events

　 Knotting　 Chinese Festivals Middle Kingdom Quiz Halloween/Ghost Month

　

Lion Dancing

Chinese Gardens Tianjin Scavenger Hunt 　

　

　

Chinese Ink Painting Tianjin History and Culture Walk 　

Clothing of the Ming & Qing

Hidden 
gems!
　

Dragon & Phoenix Painting Chinese Myths and Monsters 　 　

Fan Workshop Dragon and Lion Dancing 　 　

　 Gourd Painting Feng Shui 　 　

　 Paper Cutting History of the Shaolin Temple 　 　

　 Pinwheel Workshop Spring Festival　 　 　

Rabbit Lord Painting

　

　
Weaving 　 　

Folk Story Workshop

All our events are fully customizable, and 
can be tailored to the number of 
participants, location size, preferred 
length, specific objectives or participant 
English language level.

Workshops, presentations and festival 
celebrations are all periodically offered as 
public, scheduled events as well as being 
available for private bookings. Follow us 
on WeChat at CulturalKeysCK, see our 
website for our event schedule or add 
CulturalKeysCCC on WeChat if you have 
any questions. We’ll be happy to help!

http://www.culturalkeys.cn
http://www.culturalkeys.cn


Why choose Cultural Keys?
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Project Partners & Clients

Cultural Keys believes more than anything that to truly understand something, you must not only learn about it, but actually 
experience it. It is through this combination of knowledge and experience that real understanding is gained, and the true beauty and 
value of something can be appreciated. This is what Cultural Keys stands for and represents to others. If you give us the opportunity, 
we will open the doors for your company and your staff by providing the knowledge and insight they need to learn about and engage 
with China on a level few other companies can offer! We have;

1) A long history in China, enabling us to comfortably straddle the line between western and Chinese culture

2) A deep understanding of and interest in Chinese culture and in promoting the life and culture of China to others

3) A level of business understanding and professionalism developed over the past 13 years of running our own cultural education 
company and consulting for other companies across a wide range of industries

4) Experience working with iconic brands (such as the Shaolin Temple and Feiyue Shoes), large organisations (such as AIIB, Kempinski 
Hotel and the US Embassy) and small community organisations

5) A 5-star rating and reputation for honesty, reliability, professionalism and the quality of the programs we offer

6) The protection and guarantees afforded by working with a legal entity in China (Cultural Keys is a legally operating WFOE, with 
registered offices in Beijing, Hong Kong and the UK.)



Thank you 
for reading! 

Helping you better access, understand and enjoy life in China

CulturalKeysChina

youtube.com/c/culturalkeys

@culturalkeys

Cultural Keys

Our website: www.culturalkeys.cn

Email us: info@cuturalkeys.cn

Contact us directly on WeChat

A member of 

More Information Official Account

Find Cultural Keys on social media

https://www.facebook.com/CulturalKeysChina
http://youtube.com/c/culturalkeys
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294212-d4859383-Reviews-Cultural_Keys_Chinese_Culture_Centre-Beijing.html
http://www.culturalkeys.cn
mailto:info@cuturalkeys.cn

